From Legal Services Organization Leadership 
Dear Chairman Mendelson and D.C. Councilmembers: 
As a [longtime/proud DC resident and DC Bar Foundation supporter/board member] I am reaching out to express my deep concern about the proposed funding cut to the Access to Justice Initiative in the FY27 budget.  
If this short-sighted reduction remains in place, tens of thousands of our neighbors will lose access to legal help that produces proven, positive impact for DC residents in crisis and for our community overall.  
I urge you to make restoring Access to Justice Initiative funding to FY26 funding levels of $31.785 million one of your top FY27 Council-wide budget priorities. 
I care about this issue deeply because [Insert brief description of your personal motivation—or cite a specific example—or say: because this program helps our most vulnerable neighbors stay housed, healthy, and safe.] As native Washingtonian Toni Monteiro put it, she “wouldn’t be alive today” without District funding for legal aid. 
If we don’t provide our most vulnerable neighbors with the legal help they need, we will see people’s ability to support their families decline, rates of homelessness rise, and personal and public safety unravel. City services and courts will be severely strained, our community will be destabilized, and we all will pay a steep price for this misguided budget decision. 
Again, I urge you to name the Access to Justice Initiative as one of the Council’s top FY27 priorities. 
Sincerely, 
[Name] 
[Affiliation or Ward resident] 
 

